362          LIFE ON THE STAGE
The curtain rose. Only a few lines were spoken before my entrance. I dared wait no longer — heavens! no! for there was Mr. Daly coming for me. I gathered up my skirts as bunchily as I could and ran out; but I could not deceive Mr. Daly. In an instant he missed the necessary camel's hump. " Good heaven and earth! " he shouted,"" you've left your bustle! "
I broke into a run. " Wait!" he cried, loudly. He dashed into my open room, caught the big" bustle up, and dragging it like a great cage behind him, came plunging down the entrance to me, crying: "Wait —wait! " and waving the other hand commandingly above his head.
I heard my music; I sprang to the platform I had to enter from. " That's me! " I cried. " Wait! " he ordered and reached out to catch me. I evaded his grasp and skipped through the door, leaving but a fold of my skirt in his hand. I was on the stage — and joy, oh, joy! I was without a bustle!
Mr. Daly did not like being laughed at, but when he glanced down and saw the thing he was dragging behind him, after the manner of a baby's tin wag"on, he had to laugh, and verily there were others who laughed with him, while the scandalized dresser carried the rejected article back to a decent seclusion.
There is no manager, star, or agent alive whose experience will enable him to foresee the fate of an untried play. A very curious thing is that what is called an " actor's " play — one, that is, that actors praise and enjoy in the rehearsing, is almost always a failure, while the managerial judgment has been reversed so often by the public, that even the most enthusiastic producer of new plays is apt " to hedge " a bit, with: " Unless I deceive myself, this will prove to be the greatest play," etc.; while the mistakes made by actors and managers both anent the value of certain parts are illustrated sufficiently by E. H. Sothern, C. W. Couldock, Joseph Jefferson — all three of whom made immense hits in parts they had absolutely refused to accept, yielding only from necessity or obliging-